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Arguments traversing the election of species requirement 

The Examiner's rationale for the election requirement under PCT Rule 13.1 is given in 
paragraph no. 5 of the Office action. The Examiner states that there is a lack of a "corresponding 
special technical feature." However, according to PCT Rule 13.2, a "special technical feature" is 
a technical feature that defines a contribution of the claimed invention over the prior art. The 
Examiner has not discussed the prior art in stating this rationale. 

In addition, Applicant respectfully submits that the Examiner's statement that "each 
compound of formulae 1-1 to 1-5 not only has different chemical structure also has different liquid 
crystal properties" is unclear and does not appear to represent a proper basis for an election of 
species requirement. Moreover, page 17, lines 18-27, of the present specification discusses the 
chemical relationship between the compounds of general formulas (1-1) to (1-5). The specification 
also discusses the relevant properties in common among these compounds, including the low lower 
limit temperature of the liquid crystalline phase. 

Withdrawal of the election of species requirement is therefore respectfully requested. 
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In the event that this paper is not timely filed, applicants hereby petition for an appropriate 
extension of time. The fee for any such extension may be charged to our Deposit Account No. 01 - 
2340. 



In the event any additional fees are required in connection with this response, please charge 



our Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 

Respectfully submitted, 



ARMSTRONG, KRATZ^QUINTOS, HANSON & BROOKS, LLP 
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